Profile of Timothy

1. Timothy is first introduced in the book of Acts; Paul is on his second journey revisiting the cities in which he had established churches during his first journey.  NET map Journeys of Paul 1
2. On the first journey (Acts 13:1-14:28), Paul had visited Iconium where he enjoyed considerable success; however, the unbelieving Jewish population succeeded in poisoning the minds of Gentile unbelievers, uniting them in opposition not only to Paul, but to his recent converts.  Acts 14:1-2

3. They were forced to flee Iconium and continued their travels in the province of Lycaonia, eventually arriving at the city of Lystra.  Acts 14:5-6

a. Paul encountered a man in Lystra who had been unable to walk since his birth; when Paul healed the man, the populace responded in their own dialect and identified Paul and Barnabas as the Greek gods Zeus and Hermes.
b. It seems that the people were speaking in a dialect that Paul and Barnabas did not understand, so they were not immediately aware of what was happening.  Acts 14:11-12
c. Inscriptions from that area document the fact that Zeus and Hermes were worshipped in that region at a later time (c. 3rd century AD); however, the poet Ovid (c. 43 BC-17 AD) recorded a legendary visit of Jupiter (Zeus in Greek mythology) and Mercury (Hermes) to the hill country in Phrygia.
d. These two gods apparently disguised themselves as mortal men and sought lodging in that region; when an elderly couple received them, they were turned into priests and their house into a temple.
e. The gods were displeased with those who did not receive them favorably, and destroyed the homes of those living there.
f. It seems that the people of Lystra were aware of the legend and came to believe that the gods had returned in human form; thus, they were determined to honor them and gain their favor.  Acts 14:13
g. This event was something of which everyone in the city would have been aware; therefore, it is likely that Timothy became aware of Paul and his message at that time.

4. The Bible does not record the response of those in Lystra to the gospel, but since the city was easily influenced by the negative Jews and joined in the stoning of Paul it is clear that the response was less than positive.  Acts 14:19

5. Although the narrative does not make it explicit, it seems likely that Timothy had become a convert when Paul visited Lystra the first time or when he traveled through Lystra on the return trip to Antioch.
6. When Paul returned to the area of Derbe and Lystra about two years later (summer of 51 AD), Paul determined to make Timothy part of his ministry team.  Acts 16:1-3

7. Timothy was the son of a mixed marriage between a Jew and a Greek; he had a Greek father, whose name is not provided.

8. His grandmother and mother were both Jewish; his grandmother was named Lois and his mother was named Eunice.  IITim. 1:5

9. Although it is evident that Lois, Eunice, and Timothy had become believers, there is no reference to his father’s conversion, which means that he would have been viewed as a pagan by Jews and Christians alike.

10. Under Jewish law, the child was generally raised in the religion of his mother; however, under Greek law the father had the final say.

11. In fact, the Greek father was identified as κύριος (kurios--lord, master); although he may have lacked some of the authority of the Roman paterfamilias, he controlled his household and influenced society.

12. Since the father exercised ultimate control over his household, it is very likely that Timothy was not circumcised because his father prevented it.
13. What is evident is that Timothy was not raised in a strictly Jewish home, since his mother violated the prohibition against mixed marriages and she clearly did not have Timothy circumcised.  Deut. 7:3-4
14. Although Timothy was not raised in a strict orthodox Jewish environment, apparently his mother and grandmother did provide Timothy an education in the Old Testament scriptures which prepared him for the gospel of Jesus Christ.  IITim. 3:15

15. By the time Paul encountered Timothy, it seems apparent that his father had left the family or had died; the imperfect form of the verb u`pa,rcw (huparcho—to exist, to be present) should be translated as his father had been a Greek.  Acts 16:3
16. Timothy’s father was apparently a man of some prominence, which would mean that all the Jews in the area were aware of the fact that Timothy had not been circumcised, although it appears that he had been raised in the Hebrew faith.

17. The Jews would then have considered him a Gentile, but the Greeks would have considered him a Jew since he was raised in his mother’s faith.

18. Anyone familiar with the Old Testament would have been aware that Jews were not supposed to marry those that were not Jews; in the event that they did the children were regarded as Jewish and were supposed to be circumcised.  Deut. 7:3
19. Although Timothy had apparently not been a believer for more than a couple of years (c. 49-51 AD), he had already developed a great reputation among the believers in the region of Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe.  Acts 16:2
20. It is widely believed that Timothy was probably 17-18 years old when Paul recognized that this young man would be a great addition to his team.
21. What drew Paul to Timothy is somewhat uncertain; Paul references some prophecies made about Timothy but never elaborates on when they were provided, or what they predicted.  ITim. 1:18
22. It would seem that Paul chose Timothy based on the great reputation Timothy had among those who knew him, the unspecified prophecies about him, and most importantly Paul’s discernment and the leading of the Holy Spirit.
23. Timothy obviously consented to Paul’s desire for him to accompany Paul and Silas, so he submitted to the ritual of circumcision at Paul’s request.  
a. Some have wondered why Paul, who was absolutely opposed to the ritual of circumcision for Gentiles, would have a man of mixed racial descent circumcised.
b. Paul was aware of the fact that Timothy was going to be involved in a ministry that would expose him to many unbelieving Jews, who would have been shocked and alienated by the fact that Timothy was not circumcised.
c. Since Timothy’s mother was Jewish, he would only be considered Jewish in the eyes of the Jewish world if he had complied with the ritual of circumcision.
d. Even today, according to Jewish law, the religion of the child is passed down through the mother; thus, if a Jewish man marries a non-Jewish woman their children would not be considered to be Jewish.

e. Paul did not circumcise Timothy for any reason related to salvation or spiritual growth; he merely did it to eliminate any unnecessary problems that Timothy would otherwise have faced in gaining an audience among the Jews.
f. If Timothy was not circumcised he would continually give offense to the Jews and provide no advantage to the cause of Gentile freedom; therefore, as part of his strategy for the ministry Paul removed this non-essential stumbling block.
g. Paul was prepared to become all things to all people in order to win those who were positive; he obviously expected those on his ministry team to share that commitment and be willing to do what was best for the cause of Christ.  ICor. 9:19-22
24. At some point, although the New Testament is never explicit as to the time, Timothy was formally ordained to the ministry, which demonstrated the importance Paul placed on the duly authorized royal chain of command.  ITim. 4:14

25. From that point forward, Timothy was a nearly constant companion of Paul; he reflected his ongoing allegiance to the principles of the truth, carefully and closely following Paul’s doctrine and example.  ITim. 4:6
26. Not only did Timothy adhere to Paul’s teaching, example, and form of ministry, he emulated Paul’s attitude and approach to the ministry in a way that surpassed the commitment of other disciples.  Phil. 2:19-22
27. Although Timothy is not mentioned much in the book of Acts, it is apparent that he quickly became one of Paul’s most trusted aides; Timothy is linked with the church at Corinth (IICor. 1:1), the church at Philippi (Phil. 1:1), the church at Colosse (Col. 1:1), and the church in Thessalonica.  IThess. 1:1; IIThess. 1:1 
28. Paul describes Timothy by the following complimentary terms or phrases:
a. My fellow worker.  Rom. 16:21

b. One who was engaged in the work of the Lord.  ICor. 16:10 

c. A slave of Christ Jesus.  Phil. 1:1
d. A Christian brother.  Col. 1:1

e. God’s fellow worker.  IThess. 3:2
f. My child (ITim. 1:18), my beloved and faithful child in the Lord (ICor. 4:17), and my genuine child in the faith.  ITim. 1:2

g. He reflected the views of Paul so well that Paul recognized him as a spiritual kindred spirit; he describes Timothy with the Greek adjective ἰσόψυχος (isopsuchos--lit. equal of soul), which means that he shared the doctrine, views, emotions, and mindset of the great apostle.  Phil. 2:20

h. A believer who did not pursue his own interests, but one who pursued the interests of Jesus Christ.  Phil. 2:21

i. A believer who had been through testing and had demonstrated himself to be of proven value.  Phil. 2:22 
j. A believer who was loyal to the doctrine, who was ready and willing to emulate the conduct of Paul himself.  ITim. 4:6; IITim. 3:10 
29. Paul entrusted Timothy with difficult assignments, which Timothy apparently accomplished to Paul’s satisfaction; it is evident that Paul did not tolerate those that did not show the same sort of commitment and resolve that he himself possessed.  Acts 15:36-39

a. He was entrusted to return to Thessalonica and report on the situation there even though Paul knew that there was significant danger involved.  IThess. 3:1-6; Acts 17:1-10

b. While Paul was in Ephesus he sent Timothy into Macedonia for reasons that are never explained; however, it makes good sense to believe that he was working in the churches that they had evangelized previously.  Acts 19:22
c. Since Paul informs the Corinthians that Timothy may visit them, it appears that once his task in Macedonia was complete, Timothy was to proceed to Corinth, where he was tasked with addressing the problems in that local church by reinforcing Paul’s example and doctrinal teaching.
d. Some have suggested that Timothy was sent with the first letter to the Corinthians (ICor. 4:17), but it is more likely that he would arrive after the letter had been delivered.  ICor. 16:10
e. In any case, the work in Corinth would have been difficult for Paul’s representative since the Corinthians had been adversely influenced by false teachers and were exhibiting considerable hostility toward the apostle, who was forced to defend himself and his ministry in the second letter to the Corinthians.  IICor. 3:1, 11:3-15
f. Timothy was loyal to Paul during his first imprisonment in Rome and is mentioned in the salutations of the prison epistles; since he is mentioned in the letters to Colosse, Philemon, and the Philippians, most recognize that Timothy was present with Paul.
g. He intended to send Timothy to Philippi (Paul may have been released before he left), to check on the status of that local church, and spoke of him in very glowing terms.  Phil. 2:19-22
h. Following Paul’s release from his Roman prison, he entrusted Timothy with the very difficult task of restoring order to a local church that had defected from sound apostolic doctrine; the prophecies of Paul in Acts 20 had indeed come to pass.  Acts 20:29-30; ITim. 1:3
30. Although some modern teachers have sought to denigrate Timothy and his character based on some of the instructions in the two letters addressed to him, a careful study of the epistles indicates that Paul considered Timothy to be a believer of sterling character and unswerving loyalty.  ITim. 1:2,18, 4:6,10, 6:20; IITim. 1:2,14, 3:10
31. As any believer does, Timothy needed spiritual direction, exhortation, and encouragement from his spiritual leader; however, that should not lessen one’s view of him in any way.   
32. Because of his relative youth, Timothy (probably in his late twenties or early thirties) was instructed to avoid youthful indiscretions (IITim. 2:22) and not to allow older believers to make an issue out of his age.  ITim. 4:12

33. Timothy had an unspecified health issue with his stomach which apparently troubled him on an ongoing basis; he does not appear to have enjoyed robust health.  ITim. 5:23
34. After Paul left Timothy to pastor the church in Ephesus, history suggests that Timothy remained as pastor of that church and was still in Ephesus when Paul summoned him to Rome just prior to his execution.  IITim. 4:9
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